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The Black & White facts - We formed our New Zealand club in 1973 and celebrated our 
40th Anniversary in 2013 making us one of the oldest Cadillac clubs in the world. We are proud to be an 

International Affiliate of the world-wide Cadillac LaSalle Club of the USA - itself formed in 1958.

Inside ‘COVER Caddy’ - Mark Waterman, North Texas CLC and his amazing ‘73 De Ville. Sketch image by Ed
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Hi there from home, here in NZ! The plan was Steve and I would 
be in Australia by time you read this but the fallout from the 
Corona-virus has mean’t our trip has been cancelled and the CLC 
Australian 50th postponed until Sept/Oct later in the year. By then 
we should all know where things are at. The 20th Anniversary of 
the annual Beach Hop has been postponed too, until November 
25th. But upheavel is not just confined to us at ‘the bottom of the 
world’ but globally! What with this pandemic, the financial markets 
have genuinely ‘tanked!’ The NZ Govt. have put the whole country 
on ‘Emergency Alerts’ with Number 4 being the most serious. We 
are at Number Two. I am mostly working from home now and we 
expect a probable slow-down with real estate activity like many 
other industries and services here in NZ. The upside (there are always 
‘Silver linings’ I believe if one looks for them) in my personal opinion 
is: Clear blue skies in the likes of China and New York. Clear waters 
in Venice. The price of Oil (a Barrel) has dropped by more than 60% 
and whilst here in NZ our price of petrol has not dropped that much, 
we are now paying nearly 40 cents a litre less. AirNZ shares maybe 
a good buy? Depending on the weather (we are now in autumn) I 
will take the Caddy for a spin. There’s a few things around the house 
I can do and if things get really bad, we can actually walk to the 
supermarket and major shopping less than 500 metres away. Plus I 
hope if you are reading this, you might have some time to write to 
me, send in that story you’ve been planning to do for ages, but have 
never had the time or maybe go on an outing - so long as we are 
all still allowed! So long as the internet still keeps working you will 
receive FINZ! In this issue is our usual salute to ‘Fred’ and his old car 
coverage; awesome stories about a fab blue Eldorado Brougham 
and an amazing ‘73 Caddy found by member Mark Waterman 
of the North Texas Region. A few stories and links for you to check 
out and please, share with us anything you have come across that 
we can all amuse ourselves with or admire! Until next month, cruise 
safely if you are doing so, wash those hands and enjoy the isolation 
with your loved ones including your Caddy or old car! Best regards 
from my family to yours - Ron, André and Reece :)

Now here’s a sneak-peak of what this issue is 
all about...Rendezvous!

FINZ Magazine Editor: Ron Melville 
Recipient of (CLC) The Yann Saunders 

International Activity Award 2013
The Maurice Hendry Award  for Excellence in 

Journalistic Contributions - 2015 
International Newsletter Excellence Award - 2015

Old Cars Weekly ~ Golden Quill Award 2011, 
2012, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018

Contributions to: finzmagazine@gmail.com 
The Editior reserves the right to accept or reject 

any contributions. 
 Deadline is 20th of each month

>>NOTE - Reproduction of some PDF items can 
sometimes be ‘grainy’ and require increasing in 
size on your screen when emailed - Ed



Publication  details - ‘FINZ’ (2020 ‘Grey Series’) is Copyright  to The Cadillac & La Salle Club of NZ Inc. Publication is distributed via email and snail mail. All correspondence 
to the editor: finzmagazine@gmail.com  Artwork/design layout and technical support by Shea’ Melville (shea.melville@gmail.com). Ideas and concepts by Ron Melville 
and many inserts from Editors own collection, both hard and electronic copy. We thank all contributors world-wide for permitting publication, use of items and 
advertisers for your ongoing support. To advertise, email editor for rates. FINZ is a non-profit club publication and printed for club members and readers enjoyment. 
No responsibility taken for errors or ommissions. The name FINZ is copyright to the Cadillac LaSalle Club of New Zealand formed in 1973 and original magazine name conceived circa 1974.   
FINZ is proudly made of and in New Zealand! FINZ Magazine under Ron Melville Editorship is in Year 12, Issue 4 - April 2020
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Fred’s
F A M I L Y
o f  o l d  c a r s !

In Memory of Fred Bausch, here’s a couple of pages 
of memorable old rides! Ed

The hard-packed sand at Daytona Beach (above 
BLUE Ford) has been an attraction for motorists 
and racers ever since the automobile became a 
viable means of transportation. Driving on the 
beach in the 1940s, ’50s, and ’60s and having a 
photo of one’s car taken was a popular thing 
to do then. Unfortunately, the salty damp sand 
promoted faster rusting, which probably caused this 
particularly corrosion-prone vehicle to begin to rust 
out sooner than expected! This photo is via ‘This Was 
Americar’.

C
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1950s Traffic Gridlock In California - Judging by what 
appears to be yellow on black California license plates 
and the appearance of the hills in the background, this 
image seems to have been taken somewhere in the 
Golden State.

Unfortunately for the residents and visitors in the State, 
waiting in line in traffic jams has become commonplace. 
The situation began when a large influx of people 
began leaving other states during the Great Depression 
in search of jobs and continued for over seven decades. 
That situation reversed starting in 2006, and California 
is now experiencing a net loss of approximately 
two-hundred thousand residents a year recently. 
This photograph found by John Goode at ‘This Was 
Americar’. [How many NZ or Australian cities/ towns 
are just like this and where do you move to? Ed]
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Fred’s   F A M I L Y
o f  o l d  c a r s !

An artsy photograph by of GM photographic. The image of the Cadillacs was taken at the GM headquarter 
building in Detroit in `55. The pearl cream Eldorado cvt. was one of their ‘fashion’ show cars that year, painted in 
a non-factory pearl finish.
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Fred’s
F A M I L Y
o f  o l d  c a r s !
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Les Bacon and Son’s Ford was located in Hermosa 
Beach, CA, on the Pacific Coast Highway at 
Aviation Boulevard. Before taking on a Ford 
franchise, Bacon ran a Studebaker agency. He 
passed away in 1959, and his sons Roger and Bob, 
who were running the Dealership at the time, 
continued on with its operation. Roger Bacon was 
a showman (note the likeness of a bag filled with 
bacon on top of the dealership sign) who used 
television commercials and stunts at the dealership 
as a way to become the number one selling Ford 
dealer west of the Mississippi River. In 1976 Bacon 
built the Alpha Beta shopping center at the site. The 
image of a Thunderbird meet held at Bacon Ford, 
and a view of the Dealership both taken in the 1957 
model year are courtesy of Ron Felsing.
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Fred’s
F A M I L Y
o f  o l d  c a r s !

LeFevre Motor Company: Studebaker, Edsel, and 
Dodge Dealer - There is little information to be 
found about the LeFevre Motor Company, which 
sold and serviced  Studebaker and Dodge cars and 
trucks at 312 3rd Ave. in Brookings, South Dakota. 
Other than this set of photos and the information 
with them, the only other details that came to light 
was that the Company also had an Edsel agency 
probably in another location. The lead image 
containing a Studebaker Lark was taken in May of 
1962 when LeFevre was a dealer for the automaker.
This set of images courtesy of the Digital Library of 
South Dakota. The Dodge pic image dated May of 
1964 was taken after the Company changed over to 
selling Dodge cars and trucks. The 1962 Studebaker 
Hawk and Lark appear to be used cars for sale.

Look at these cool Mopar and 
Studebaker products in both 

these pictures!



Our Global
F A M I L Y

USA - South Carolina - Pres. Travis Dowell Jr. travels the States for the company he works for. He recently said “ 
Where ever I go, I think “Cadillac”. Will I see one, what year and model will it be? What shape will it be in? Will it 
be added to my collection? Well, I am always looking just as all of you are too, and I’ve not found anything I just 
had to have, until now. A good friend of many years recently went to an estate sale in Colorado and came away 
with a super low mileage, one owner, 1981 Fleetwood Brougham d’Elegance sedan, equipped with many rare 
options including towing package and memory seats. It still sits on the original Uniroyal Royal Seal Tires, and still 
also has the original front and back fillers, just as new. I am on the lookout for a similar one, as they don’t come 
around like this anymore. Also, it’s a beautiful color called Sandstone, nearly the same as the color on a car we 
had in 1981 while I was growing up in Dallas, Texas”. [What a nice looking ride Travis - Ed]
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NZ - Auckland - Hi Ron. Have a look at this 
‘devine De Ville!’- Rex

https://www.hemmings.com/blog/article/
divine-de-ville/

USA - San Deigo - Thanks Ron for another great 
issue of FINZ Magazine. Best wishes for a speedy 
& complete recovery. Julie’s Dad (Jack Bracx) 
[Thanks Bracx family, making good progress - Ed]
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Our Global
F A M I L Y

USA, North Texas Region - Thanks to our freinds 
at the CLCNTX Region for allowing us to reprint 
this very good page of ‘Things You May Not Have 
Known!’ Did you know all these things? I personally 
found many facts very interesting. Ed
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Re-printed by kind permission of 



•	 Up to 75 Ton
•	 Press Brakes 3 mtr
•	 Spot Welders
•	 Folders 1800
•	 Full Tool room Machining Facil-

ity
•	 MIG Welding
•	 ARC Welding
•	 TIG Welding
•	 Cropping Capacity-150x12 

FMS
•	 Fabrication
•	 SPRAY PAINT BOOTH
•	 Trico Degreasing Tank
•	 Cut-off Saw

Production Drilling and Threading
•	 Band saw do-all
•	 Rollers
•	 Rumblers

General Engineers and Sheet Metal Work
Agencies for:
Reid Construction Systems

Email: nbulloch@paradise.net.nz 
Est. 1947

6 Gough St, Seaview, 
Lower Hutt

Phone:	       	    04 568 4437
Mobile: 	   027 44 96 229
Fax:	                04 568 9364

Built by :

•	 Fuel Tanks
•	 Water Tanks
•	 Transmission Re bearing etc
•	 Rodd Holder’s and Frames
•	 Pull Pit, Push Pit Rails
•	 Prop Shafts
•	 All s/s and alloy Welding
•	 Struts and Gland Rebuild
•	 Metal Rigging Repairs
•	 Launch Masts
•	 Trailer Boats
•	 Rust and Rebuild
•	 Replacement Springs
•	 Side Guides
•	 Mud Guards
•	 Winches
•	 Hubs and Stubbs
•	 Bearings.

Please ‘Salute & Support’ our advertisers!

To Advertise here
email: finzmagazine@gmail.com

> Competitive rates
> Wide audience

cadillacclubofnz.org
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Thanks to the CLC North Texas Region for 
connecting us to Mark and allowing re-print of his 
story and Mark for sending us the terrific photos to 

share with all our FINZ readers - Ed

Re-printed by kind permission of 
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The Seventh Cadillac

Mark Waterman’s ‘73 Caddy   
is one awesome example. 
The colour, the condition 
and the character lines.

Just the other day I was 
watching an old episode 
of ‘Barnaby Jones’ (on the 
‘Jones Too’ Channel) because 
they have so many cool old 
cars, all coloured, mind 
you and in an underground 
car park next to Barnaby’s 
daughter-in-law’s red Ford 
Pinto was a ‘73 Caddy just 
like this one. You could 
tell because of the rear 
fender scoop which is very 
reminescent of the ‘59 
Fleetwood ‘panel scoop’.

May you enjoy the ‘care-
taking’ of your fabulous ‘73, 
Mark - Ed.
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Wherever possible I look for interesting articles
 and pics to share with you!

E d i t o r ’ s  c h o i c e

If you’re one that is self-isolating at the moment or 
like me, encouraged to ‘work from home’ you may 
have time to take your Caddy out for a spin around 
the block or surf the web! I recently saw a couple of 
interesting links that are worth clicking on - enjoy!

The following came courtesy of my ‘Daily Hemmings 
email feed’ (remember to subscribe at www.
hemmings.com ). 

The following is amazing, paintings that look like 
photos. You would be hard-pressed to notice the 
difference on some. Making fine art of old detective 
television show cars with painter Ben Addison

https://www.hemmings.com/blog/2020/03/03/
making-fine-art-of-old-detective-television-show-
cars-with-painter-ben-addison/?refer=news&utm_
source=edaily&utm_medium=email&utm_
campaign=2020-03-03#&gid=1&pid=14

Courtesy of my weekly email feed from www.
oldcars.com comes a 64-page PDF you can 
download for free all about ‘Spotting Muscle 
Cars’ - nice, very nice! For those that do not have 
email, ask a teenager that can access it for you 
to have a look. Printing if off might be a task 
though! Enjoy
https://www.oldcarsweekly.com/ocw-resto-tips-
thank-you-page

Did you know you can source Radial tyres that 
looks like the original Cross-Ply Bias? Read below

In unprecedented times like these, currencies can change 
and innovators become diverse. And ‘what is the Corona 
Virus anyway?’ The following may help?
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Wherever possible I look for interesting articles
 and pics to share with you!

E d i t o r ’ s  c h o i c e

The following is a MUST READ for all of us that own 
an old Caddy or other make. There are also some 
fine Caddies in this outing that resulted in one old 
Packard catching fire! 

https://www.hemmings.com/blog/2020/03/10/
old-cars-need-to-be-driven-unless-they-catch-fire-
the-reliable-carriers-eight-flags-road-tour-amelia-
island/?refer=news&utm_source=edaily&utm_
medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-03-10

Definately worth reading this link 
because there are few Caddies amongst 

the rally as well as some beautiful 
Vintage iron. Good story too from the 

writer who was lucky enough to ride in 
a few of these fab cars - Ed



 

 

  
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the late nineties, the CLC(NZ) Magazine published a monthly cartoon 
created by member Jason Curry.  
 
Twenty years on, we look back on some of the highlights of the series with the 
very best of Cardillac Arrest…    
 

Cadillac La Salle Club 
of NZ Magazine 

NEW ZEALAND 
May 1998 

 
LaCad 

AUSTRALIA 
Summer 1999/2000 

 
The Self Starter 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
June 2000 
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2019/20 CLC NZ Club Officers

President
Ian Lind 021-863-260

ian.lind@outlook.com

Vice President
Mike Thompson 021-749-179

mobilewelder@xtra.co.nz
 

Treasurer
Lois Thrupp 07-543-4474
redchev1960@gmail.com

WAIKATO
Ian Bradshaw  027-211-8516

07-828-5979
ianbradshaw1957@gmail.com

REGIONAL DELEGATES
NORTHLAND

Vacant 
>All Enquiries to Pres. 

AUCKLAND  
Phil Shaw

029-412-8953
phil@shawsjams.co.nz 

BAY OF PLENTY
Contact Steve Gill 

07-575-8891

TARANAKI
Brian & Marie Gillett 

06-75-66-136
briree@xtra.co.nz

OTAGO/ SOUTHLAND 
Rob McCann

021-1835-334
robmmccann@gmail.com

MARLBOROUGH/CANTERBURY/ WEST COAST
Stephen Brown 

03-32-88-250
stephen.brown@xtra.co.nz

WELLINGTON/WAIRARAPA
Gary Scott 

04-565-4221
scottgt@xtra.co.nz

HAWKES BAY
Alan Sargisson  06-843-6838

027-482-4384
   fingerbreaker44@gmail.com

WANGANUI/ MANAWATU
Vacant

>All Enquiries to Pres.

10 Regions across NZ
8 Active

Secretary
Frances McCurdy 027-444-9824

frances.wayne@xtra.co.nz

Club magazine (FINZ) Editor
Ron Melville  07-557-8090
finzmagazine@gmail.com

Patron - Maurice Hendry
  (Founding member)

Any Contact to Ron Melville

[Corrections to: finzmagazine@
gmail.com]  

APRIL thru AUGUST??? All events seemingly 
‘Frozen” (as in ‘the Fridge!’) - let’s hope there 
is some thawing soon!
SEPT/OCT - With luck, ‘The Golden 
Mudgee Muster’, CLC Australian 50th 
Anniversary, Mudgee, NSW Australia
NOV - 25th - 29th, Beach Hop Whangamata 
Twentieth Anniversary Event

Hi Ron - Could I include this in magazine?
$800.00 and I can transfer entitlement of 
the personalised plate to purchaser. Bought 
it years ago with the intention of another 
Cadillac for me. Wayne’s (husbands) plate is 
PRZLEY. Regards Frances. 027 688 0677
frances.wayne@xtra.co.nz
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Whats on the FRIDGE?

Stuff  -4- SaleStuff  -4- Sale

I have a 1978 Ford Thunderbird 
Diamond Jubilee Edition “Classic 
Car” that I only drive to Car show-
n-Shines. It is a real gem in that it 
only has 7,700 actual kilometres 
on the odometer and is basically 
a NEW/OLD car that is in pristine 
condition. I’m asking $28,000 
(US Dollars) for the car. I have it 
advertised on CarGuRus in the 
USA and on Autotrader.ca here 
in Canada. The car is located in 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada and I can 
be reached by phone @ 1-403-255-
8272 or email @ mdhont@shaw.ca
Regards, Marc D’Hont, Canada



There is nothing as gorgeous as a ‘stock’ Caddy from any year and this ‘73 of Mark Waterman’s is certainly hard to beat!

Tail Lights
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