
F I  N  Z

O C T ober

 What a ‘rippa’ of a photo - The Dixon’s Family ‘59  
at Ripponlea Historic Homestead!
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We formed our New Zealand club in 1973 and celebrated our 40th Anniversary in 2013 making us one of the oldest Cadillac clubs in the world. 
We are proud to be an International Affiliate of the world-wide Cadillac LaSalle Club of the USA - itself formed in 1958.

R o n d e z v o u s !
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It’s getting really exciting! The countdown to the 49th Cadillac 
Nationals is underway - by time you read this, maybe just over 
a month to go. Kay and Dave are busy-as attending to last 
minute arrangements to ensure we all enjoy ourselves. One 
thing you can help with is to make sure you have registered. At 
time of writing, seven members have booked accomodation 
but not registered. Please attend ASAP so we know who to 
expect. More good news for our Caddy Nats is that ‘Daylight 
saving’ will be here plus the price of gas is going down (well 
where I live, anyway!). My local gas station is pumping ‘95’  for 
NZ$2-45 a litre. My Caddy isn’t fussed on ‘98’. I don’t notice any 
difference anyway! But something that I will try out is the 100 - 
Octane that will be available at a new gas station being built 
not far from where I live. A new ‘NFD’ ‘people-less outlet’ will 
open before Christmas. I’ll report on whether there is any more 
‘go’ in the ‘ol Calais or whether it’s just more $$$$ per miles 
without the smiles! 

This months cover Caddy is a VERY cool picture of long-time 
Kiwi member, Paul Dixon’s ‘59 that he has owned for ages (how 
long Paul?). This photo and the background, even the colour 
mix is exactly the sort of ideal image that Editors can only 
dream about receiving. Many thanks Paul. For those that are 
not aware, Paul lives in Melbourne and he, and his lovely family 
and the‘59 are very active in their Victorian chapter.

Treasurer Grant reports a number of members are yet to pay 
their subs (details inside this mag where to pay). It’d be a real 
shame if this was your last mag (October issue) as you need 
to pay by the end of the month (October) as per Rule 4 of the 
Club Rules.

Did you know it is Cadillacs 120th Birthday this year? Read 
about what our English members are up to!

Taranaki is socialising again and of course newsy 
stuff from around the Globe and as always, 
plenty of colour. If out and about drive and keep 
safe and send me some pictures! Until next issue, 
happy crusin’ in better weather??? Ed

FINZ Magazine Editor: Ron Melville 
Recipient of (CLC) The Yann Saunders International 

Activity Award 2013
The Maurice Hendry Award  for Excellence in 

Journalistic Contributions - 2015 
International Newsletter Excellence Award - 2015

Old Cars Weekly ~ Golden Quill Award 2011, 2012, 
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021

Contributions to: finzmagazine@gmail.com 
The Editior reserves the right to accept or reject any 

contributions. 
 Deadline is 20th of each month
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TARANAKI, NZ - Hi Ron. The Taranaki club went 
for a run on Sunday 28 August, meeting at the 
Inglewood Railway. While we were waiting for 
the expected cars to turn up we had a few 
extras arrive, so in all we had 15 cars for the day’s 
outing. The cars ranged in size from 73inches to 6 
meters, that’s a significant difference but we’re 
talking about Cadillac here (the little car belongs 
to Steve and Veronica Oliver and most of the 
New Zealand members will have seen her, she’s 
from 1906 if I remember correctly. We had a 
drive through the countryside to our lunch 
destination which was an indoor picnic at Mark 
and Noeleen’s, it was a nice sunny day but by 
crikey that wind was cold. 
After lunch we had another cruise through 
the countryside ending up in Waitara, before 
coming to our shed for the day. After a good 
look around our day was over, but some of us 
carried on out to the New Plymouth Airport Cafe 
for afternoon tea. I hope everyone enjoyed their 
outing. Cheers Lynnda. [Fabulous report Lynnda. 
You know the thing I love about the ‘Naki runs 
is that different members are asked to write a 
report/ send to me with pics vs. just one person 
having to do it. Great stuff - Ed]

This car was brought in from Australia.
Is a Dodge - Ed.

Really neat collection to look around, most 
of it is in a shed and two rooms. The shed 
is a replica of the old Waitara Fire Station 
that was built on the section and inside is 
one of the older Fire Engines. There were 
number plates, small models, old fashioned 
gramophones and records, and so much 
more. 

[Dog pic] I saw them, but 
where did they go?



Publication  details - ‘FINZ’ (2022 ‘The B2TF Series’) is Copyright  to The Cadillac & La Salle Club of NZ Inc. Publication is distributed via email and snail mail. All correspondence 
to the editor: finzmagazine@gmail.com  Artwork/design layout and technical support by Shea’ Melville (shea.melville@gmail.com). Ideas and concepts by Ron Melville 
and many inserts from Editors own collection, both hard and electronic copy. We thank all contributors world-wide for permitting publication, use of items and 
advertisers for your ongoing support. To advertise, email editor for rates. FINZ is a non-profit club publication and printed for club members and readers enjoyment. 
No responsibility taken for errors or ommissions. The name FINZ is copyright to the Cadillac LaSalle Club of New Zealand formed in 1973 and original magazine name conceived circa 1974.   
FINZ is proudly made of and in New Zealand! FINZ Magazine under Ron Melville Editorship is in Year 14, Issue 10 - October 2022 and is ‘The B2TF Series’
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     CRUISIN’ TO THE CADILLAC CONFERENCE !  

FROM DAVE & KAY 

2022 CADILLAC NATIONALS 3RD NOV – 7TH NOV 

  FIRSTLY -       Thank you to Wayne and Frances McCurdy taking the time to help put together this year’s event and travelling to Gisborne & 
Napier with us. 

SECONDLY –  We decided to split the Event into 2 Stages so travelling will be not just    one big journey and we will create a lot more fun by 
travelling in convoy from Napier to Gisborne. 

Each month going forward to November Nationals we will outline one or more of the fun things that are planned. 

It’s great to get so many calls from interested members who have already booked their accommodation. 

If any members would like to Sponsor an Event during the National’s please contact Dave. 

We are committed to making the 49th Nationals at Gisborne a real buzz so make sure you get your Registrations in and book your 
accommodation now. 

It is good we are now in the Orange Traffic Light and by November we may be in Green!! 

The club has generously given a contribution towards all activities to thank Members for their participation and attendance. 

REGISTRATION FEE -$40 PER PERSON. Please pay now to Cadillac Club bank Account No.   06-0689-0055887-00  

Mini Golf Tournament – Napier 4th November Friday 

PRIZES SPONSORED BY – McCurdy Trucks 

Just one of the events planned for Napier 

Dave’s email – d.k.corin@actrix.co.nz   Ph. 0212667456    
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     CRUISIN’ TO THE CADILLAC CONFERENCE !  

2022 CADILLAC NATIONALS 3RD NOV – 7TH NOV 

  STAGE 1 - ARRIVE NAPIER THURSDAY 3RD NOVEMBER 

Book into Quality Inn Napier. 

 Pre organised Dinner at 5pm.    (No driving!) 

FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER - DAYS ACTIVITIES. 

Mini Golf – prizes for the Champions! 

Travel to Car collection. Approx. 130 cars never seen before!! 

If Club members have something special they want to do in Napier please let us know and we will see if we can fit it into Schedule. Eg 
Shopping, sightseeing, or some thing you know of interest. 

 Friday Evening -Pre organised Dinner   (No driving) 
   As the rooms on hold at the Quality Inn  are almost fully booked we have been able to secure another 6 rooms but cannot hold rooms 
after 1st October. We also require Registrations in by then too as we need the numbers for Catering. 
  Our Cadillac Club is making a substantial donation towards this 49th National Conference 
 
       Dave’s email – d.k.corin@actrix.co.nz   Ph. 0212667456 
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     CRUISIN’ TO THE CADILLAC CONFERENCE !  
2022 CADILLAC NATIONALS 3RD NOV – 7TH NOV 

  STAGE 2  - NAPIER TO WAIROA SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER  

Well we leave Napier early on Saturday with a real bang as it is Guy Fawkes Day!            

 Heading to Gisborne via Wairoa for a Morning Tea Break & Pit Stop. Morning tea will be at the East End Café (Club Shout)  
 

 Then were off to Gisborne for lunch at the Matawhero Winery – an amazing stop! On the way see the all the cropping plus 
Kiwifruit – Gold & Green, Citrus & Avocado and the Winery and Vineyards. This was a massive area for Watties a few years 
back.  Our Club will pay for lunch at the Winery.              
                                             
Lunch over and we head to Gisborne to the Pacific Harbour Motor Inn on the river front and book into your 

accommodation for Saturday & Sunday nights. 
                         Cadillac Nationals & AGM Dinner in the evening. 

Gisborne is the first area to see the sun rise so a very special place to have our Nationals.  
STAGE 3 – GISBORNE – SUNDAY 6TH NOVEMBER 
    Out of bed and get your Cadillacs to the Gas Guzzlers Breakfast and Car Show that we have been invited to by Rick the Organiser! 
  Then Penny has invited us to ride the Gisborne Vintage Steam Train. Not many of these old beasts still running! MAGIC!  The Cadillac 
Club will pay for all Members and lunch is also included ….but to qualify we need numbers. Please record on Registration  form to go back to 
Frances. 

 
       Dave’s email – d.k.corin@actrix.co.nz   Ph. 0212667456 
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     CRUISIN’ TO THE CADILLAC CONFERENCE !  
2022 CADILLAC NATIONALS 3RD NOV – 7TH NOV 

 

DAY 3 – SATURDAY 5TH NOVEMBER -GISBORNE  

Make sure you have your accommodation booked at the Pacific Harbour Motor Inn for Sat. 5th & Sun 6th Your host there is  Karen. 

AGM Conference Dinner Saturday Night at The Works Restaurant.  Good People, Good Food Good Fun. Our club are generously 
paying. 

DRESS THEME  – RED..WHITE..BLUE                                          AUCTION - Please bring what ever you can spare!!!        

    

DAY 4 – SUNDAY MORNING – GAS GUZZLERS BREAKFAST AND CAR SHOW  

All Cadillacs entered . This is run by Rick.   

                                             
AFTERNOON ENTERTAINMENT -  Steam Train Ride – WOW not many of these Beasts left now.       

Lunch provided by the Club. 

Dinner at The Rivers Restaurant under the Emerald Hotel. 
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UK - I am blessed to receive the bi-monthly edition 
of our English CLC’s e-magazine known as Standard 
of the World. Under the Editorship of Phil Hole, it is 
indeed a very newsy and Award-winning Cadillac 
club mag (if you ever want a copy simply email 
me and I will send one to you!). In Phil’s latest issue, 
they celebrate Cadillac’s 120th Birthday from a very 
early day example to the latest. (Articles courtesy 
of The Cadillac Owners Club of Great Britain). There 
is also a worth while LINK from Phil on a nearly 120-
year Cadillac Model A. Watch the joy ride! See next 
page [Thanks Phil for keeping in touch and sharing 
your wonderful mag with us Kiwis. Condolences on 
the passing of your (and our) QEII. I personally look 
forward to photos and coverage of the almost two 
dozen Caddies in this years Brighton Vet Run. Best 
regards, Ron - Ed]
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Everyone, Further to the latest magazine, here 
is a link (which I hope works) to a youtube 
video of Pete Wood’s 1903 Model A driving into 
Central London which you might find interesting. 
As I understand from Pete there are currently 
21 Cadillacs entered for this years London to 
Brighton Veteran Car Run with a 22nd possibly 
on its way from Malta. https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=aajIsB0QjUI  Best wishes, Phil Hole, 
COCGB EDITOR
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E d i t o r s  O w n  P a g e

Gosh after last FINZ acknowledgement of the passing 
of several high profile singers and celebraties, on behalf 
of the NZ CLC I would like to pay respects to the recent 
passing of Queen Elizabeth II. Many of us reading this 
would have only ever known one Ruler. At age 96 she 
indeed had a great innings as did the late Price Philip 
at 99 and the Queen Mother, at 104. Our BoP member, 
Kevin Conder (obviously a loyal Royalist!) sent me this 
awesome pic of Liz and Phil on probably an American (or 
Canadian?) tour some years ago. My dear old Mum was 
a huge Royal family fan and collected many books on the 
Royal family hence our home was exposed to the goings-
on of the Royals together with much respect. Long live the 
King! Ed

Attached to this issue is the latest copy of the 
quarterly  Wheel Torque e-mag from the NZ Fed of 
Motoring Clubs in which our NZ CLC belongs. There’s an 
interesting piece on the damaging impact of ethanol on 
heritage vehicles. A ‘must’ for us all to be aware of, read 
and take preventative action at some future point? The 
Government’s Biofuels Mandate will come into force in 
April next year. Have a read of the article. If a substitute 
fuel is available for just our old cars, how much more will 
it cost? Is there anyone out there that can share some 
wisdom on how we keep our old cars happy and healthy 
in a bio-fuel world? Note also too that the ‘Incoporated 
Societies Act’ will make all NZ clubs undertake some major 
changes to our consitution. Hopefully the NZ FoMC will act 
as a guide for all old car clubs? I am sure it will. Ed

Long-time BoP Member Carol Southcomb (a huge Holden Commodore fan) sent 
me this awesome pic of Kiwi Super Cars hero, Shane van Gisbergen (Gissy) on the 
winning of the last ever held race at the 
Pukekohe Raceway in South Auckland. 
The raceway had always leased the land 
(track) from the owner - A horse racing 
club which has its gallops racetrack in the 
middle of the circut. The car track was 
built in the 1960s. Of interest, Carol used 
to sell Car Meet programmes in the 1980s 
and yours truly was an NZIGP Time Keeper, 
sitting in the old red Double-decker Time 
Keeper bus in the 1970s and 1980s. I joined 
as an 18-year old and timed all sorts of cool 
cars incl. the Formula 5000s. Kenny Smith, 
Keke Rosberg and many others plus the 
(then) annual Benson & Hedges 500. After moving to Palmerston North in the 1980s, 
I time-keeped at Manfeild in Feilding (not a typo, Feilding is spelt ‘e-i’ not ‘i-e’). 
Carol and I wish ‘Gissy’ luck at Bathurst. Ed

What does 
the  pic at right 
remind you of?
It’s ‘your Caddy SUBs time’ 
of course! Treasurer Grant 
tells me there are a number
of you yet to bank your annual $50 fee. Please Internet 
bank to the Cadillac Clubs ANZ account - here are the 
details: 06-0689  0055887-00. Please place your NAME & 
REGION in the reference box. For those wanting a snail-
mail copy of FINZ Magazine you will need to bank an 
extra $55 to cover printing and postage. For those late in 
paying, this will be your LAST copy of FINZ. 

At right, Liz and Phil 
stand in the back of 
a specialty ‘59. Note 
no back on it. Birks 
Jewelers according to 
the web, Birks HQ was 
in Montreal, Quebec  
with outlets in Florida 
and Saskatoon. Anyone 
know where this pic is?
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USA - Hi Ron, Great color photography of Andrew 
Deam’s Dream ‘63 Coupe DeVille as a cover 
shot! And I especially enjoyed the “Touring 
America in 1957” article and the look back at 
1972 featuring Elvis and Olivia Newton-John. Good 
memories... thanks again. Mark Waterman, North 
Texas Chapter, CLC [Thanks Mark. You front page 
pic on your own Chapter e-mag was also very 
cool - Ed]

NZ - Hi Ron, The FINZ came through perfect, it was 
great to have it appear larger. Thanks, Paul Ekdahl  
(Taranaki)

Afternoon Ron received my copy of Finz and as 
usual great read. The feedback on the quality of 
the PDF is great. Can enlarge the small photos and 
they still look great enlarged. Grant Davis [Thanks 
Paul and Grant. Yes, the recent trial of sending out 
a larger MB email attachment appears to have 
been succesful and I will keep doing it. Please 
continue to give me feedback. PDFs and anything 
email related can always be ‘hit and miss’ - Ed]

Our Life Member, Noeleen Souber recently 
received this flattering email: Hi Noeleen, I got my 
calendar on Saturday, after passing through its 
“many hands” thanks. It is cool, your composition 
abilities have certainly got stronger since your last 
calendar…..well done. I was particularly impressed 
with “how much was happening” on many of the 
pages! I also liked (well, May of course, despite 
having to share the month with a ‘58!! And the 
page with the 5x CTS’s, that is a cool composition 
too! What is your middle name, I assume it starts 
with “E”. Hannah and Lauren (8 years old, picture 
attached for you) liked it too, they thought it as a 
puzzle and enjoyed going through all the months 
and looking for the eagle with the stars and stripes 
in its wings, on each month. They soon realised it is 

not a “where’s Wally”, as although it is on many months, not every 
month. Regards Paul Dixon (CLC NZ Member living in Victoria, Aust). 
[Thanks Paul for your very nice email. So Noeleen you will have to reply 
now with details of your middle name! Well done Noeleen - Ed. PS - 50th 
Anniversary Fund-raising Calendars are still available (as above). NZ$20 
per copy plus postage if applicable. Simply contact noeleensouber@
outlook.com to get yours. - Ed]



xxxx
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2021/22 CLC NZ Club Officers

President
Ian Lind 021-863-260

ian.lind@outlook.com

Vice President
Mike Thompson 021-749-179

mobilewelder@xtra.co.nz
 

Treasurer
Grant Davis 027-264-1204
grantdavis37@gmail.com

REGIONAL DELEGATES
NORTHLAND

 
>All Enquiries to Pres. 

AUCKLAND  
Phil Shaw

029-412-8953
phil@shawsjams.co.nz 

BAY OF PLENTY
Contact Steve Gill 

027-289-8849
cornandpeas@xtra.co.nz 

TARANAKI
Mark & Noeleen Souber 

027-403-8924
noeleensouber@outlook.com

OTAGO/ SOUTHLAND 
Rob McCann

021-1835-334
robmmccann@gmail.com

MARLBOROUGH/CANTERBURY/ WEST COAST
Stephen Brown 

03-32-88-250
stephen.brown@xtra.co.nz

WELLINGTON/WAIRARAPA
Jason Curry

021-0221-5373
curried@hotmail.com

WANGANUI/ MANAWATU

>All Enquiries to Pres.

10 Regions across NZ

Secretary
Frances McCurdy 027-688-0677

frances.wayne@xtra.co.nz

Club magazine (FINZ) Editor
Ron Melville  07-557-8090
finzmagazine@gmail.com

Patron - Maurice Hendry
  (Founding member)

Any Contact to Ron Melville

[Corrections to: finzmagazine@
gmail.com]  

Members Ads are FREE. Please let me know if you sell 
or find what you want. Thanks, Ed.

Chasing a water pump for my 1960 390 cub Cadillac, 
hoping someone in the club has one 
tucked away Regards Ken Greaves email kengreaves2@
bigpond.com

WAIKATO
Daryl Roberts  021-717-489

dodgydaryl@gmail.com

HAWKES BAY
Alan Sargisson  06-843-6838

027-482-4384
   fingerbreaker44@gmail.com

OCT - 6th - 9th Bathhurst, Aust
(feat. Kiwi drivers Shane van 
Gisbergen, Greg Murphy & Andre 
Heimgartner all driving GM 
Holdens! Go Kiwis!
NOV - 3rd - 6th. 49th NZ Cadillac 
Nats , Gisborne. Book now and 
mark your diary. Should be  a 
beauty. Start saving for gas 
money! 
13th - All USA Day - Mt. 
Maunganui

 

F o r  S a l e / W a n t e d

F r i d g e  M a g n e t s !

FOR SALE - Brand new Addco heavy duty sway bar 
part number K2-042-0U-74 Will really 
improve the handling of your Cad. Pick up in 
Puketaha Hamilton or can ship on your 
dime. $500.00  Cheers Daryl 021717489 
dodgydaryl@gmail.com

Let me know if your Ad needs 

updating! Send email to: 
finzmagazine@GMail.com

For any EV 
enthusiasts 
like me this 
is a good 
website and 
the e-mag is 
a great read 
as well. Free 
to subsrcibe. 
Enjoy - Ed
www.
chargedevs.
com  
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From any angle the ‘59 is 
probably the most recognised 

Caddy of them all?
Another cool pic Courtesy of 

Kev our BoP Member

T a i l  L i g h t s  F o r e v e r


